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As we start the 2018 Autumn term, it is lovely to see you all again, hopefully well 

rested after the holidays.  Everyone is getting back into the swing of things and 

rehearsals are well underway for our ballet The Nutcracker and the Kingdom of 

Sweets.  This is for our contribution to the Western Association of Ballet School's 

(WABS) performance on 25
th

 November, A Magical Christmas at The Pavilion 

Theatre. 

 

Last year, 2017-18 was full of exciting events in addition to regular classes, and here 

is a brief recap! 

 

Autumn term 2017 

 

As usual we took part in WABS November show at The Pavilion Theatre, 

Bournemouth. The title was Wish Upon a Star paying homage to stars who had 

created famous stage and film works.  Our Star was Danny Kaye, and we performed a 

ballet inspired by The Ugly Duckling – one of his famous children’s songs.  This 

gave the opportunity for lots of dancing roles ranging from the fluffy chicks and 

ducklings to the beautiful elegant Swans. 

 

 Spring term 2018 

 

Cinderella Workshop -17th March 2018, we were delighted to welcome Joe Walkling 

and Emily Piercy to deliver an official Matthew Bourne workshop for our school at 

Canford Cliffs Village Hall.  It was an amazing afternoon, with group improvisations 

and a section learning the choreography of the Pilots’ dance.  Matthew Bourne’s 

version of Cinderella is set in the 2
nd

 World War and the traditional Prince’s role 

becomes a Pilot in the RAF. 

 

 

Summer term 2018 

 

WABS AGM was held on Friday 4
th

 May and the reports from Chairman, Secretary 

and Treasurer show that the Association is in fine shape and will be able to continue 

providing the wonderful opportunities to its member schools. 

 

Our annual show A Time to Dance 2018 took place at Pavilion Dance on Saturday 

28
th

 April with two performances.  Every class had their own dance and we also 

performed The Ugly Duckling again.   

 

It has now become a tradition for pupils to create and dance their own choreography. 

There were several pas de deux: Charlie & Emily; Millie & Evie; Amy Coldstream & 

Alexandra Trew. Solos were danced by Poppy - choreographed by her older sister 

Lottie; Ellen in her own choreography; and Katie also choreographed her own dance. 

The Senior class, Melissa, Annabel, Ellen, Sara & Kathryn also choreographed a 

group dance to Adele’s Turning Tables. 



 

 

Event Horizons filmed the show in their usual professional way and their DVDs are 

wonderful souvenirs of the performances. 

 

Dates at Pavilion Dance get booked up very quickly so next year it is already reserved 

for our show A Time to Dance 2019 on Saturday 11th May 2019. 

 

Association of Russian Ballet & Theatre Arts exams are based on the Vaganova 

syllabus, and we held an exam day in July.  Congratulations to all the candidates for 

their hard work and excellent results.  Also a big thank you to Vicki our pianist who 

plays for the younger grades in the exam.  Her imaginative improvisation themes are 

such a help in developing the pupils’ musicality.  She also plays regularly for classes 

throughout the year which is a huge bonus – so few schools have a real live pianist 

these days. 

 

ARBTA works hard to comply with all the Dance Awarding Bodies’ regulations and 

this year we have new exam Certificates bearing a hologram to show that they are 

genuine. 

 

July also brought the annual WABS show at The Layard Theatre at Canford School 

where we performed some of the dances from our own show in May.  It is a beautiful 

place, with the dancers able to relax and picnic in the grounds between shows and 

enjoy the sunny afternoon. 

 

Again I was also proud to be asked by pupils to be an assessor for their Duke of 

Edinburgh Awards, Silver for Alexandra and Bronze for Kathryn, with ballet as their 

physical and/or skills sections. 
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