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In May 2016 the school celebrated its Silver Anniversary with a special performance 

at Pavilion Dance.  I was overwhelmed by everyone’s generosity with champagne, a 

cake, balloons, cards, flowers and special mementos, not forgetting the theatre 

vouchers, which I will enjoy using – probably for Matthew Bourne’s new production 

of The Red Shoes.  Many thanks yet again to everyone who was involved.  We also 

sent a donation from ticket sales to Child of Hope, a very worthy charity run in 

Uganda by the daughter and son-in-law of the gentleman who has tuned our ballet 

piano for many years! 

 

 

Autumn term 2015 

 

One of the highlights of the year was a workshop with National Dance Company 

Wales on Monday 5th October just for our school. Two of their dancers, taught us 

excerpts from their repertoire.  Then on the Tuesday we all went to see their 

performance at Lighthouse, Poole. 

  

As usual we performed in the Western Association of Ballet School's (WABS) show 

in November.  It was WABS 40th Anniversary, which is “Ruby” so that was the title 

of the show.  Member schools were asked to use red as the theme and we had a very 

jolly red and white striped Big Top, with a Ringmaster, performing lions, tigers, sea 

lions, the relevant animal trainers, clowns, tightrope walkers and dancing elephants. 

 

 

Spring term 2016 

 

The Association of Russian Ballet and Theatre Arts (ARBTA) held their AGM on in 

the morning on Sunday 6th March, and it was followed by a seminar for Teachers 

where Olga Semenova gave a Character Class.  Then in the afternoon there was a 

“Mock Grade 6” class and the opportunity for teachers and examiners to discuss any 

general issues.  It is always a pleasure to attend such events and exchange ideas. 

 

WABS AGM was on Friday 4th March and the WABS workshops were then held on 

13th March, for various age groups, this year learning some Irish Dance steps.  

  

Izaak attended a Junior Associate day at The Royal Ballet School, while Ellen and 

Kathryn did the Ballet Boost course with Emma Northmore.     

 

 

Summer term 2016 

 

As mentioned above we celebrated with our school’s "25th Anniversary Show".  It 

started with a slide show of photos, just a few of Jane as a child, a student and a 

professional dancer, which were followed by a selection of pictures of pupils and 

productions from the last 25 years.   



 

 

 

As a new venture in the show this year, some older pupils performed their own 

choreography. Amy & Landra choreographed their own piece, while Millie & Katie 

danced a piece they had produced for their school’s Gym and Dance competition and 

Ellen danced hers as a solo.  Another impressive piece was Beth’s A-level project, 

which she choreographed for several senior girls.  It was a delight to watch and she 

gained a well-deserved A for it when she received her marks in August.  Event 

Horizons filmed the show for a DVD using multiple cameras and as usual it makes a 

wonderful souvenir of the occasion. 

 

Performance dates at Pavilion Dance get booked up very quickly next year is already 

reserved, Saturday 6th May 2017. 

 

ARBTA Ballet Exams based on the Vaganova syllabus were held at the beginning of 

July, and the marks were excellent once again!  Congratulations to all the candidates 

for their hard work.  In particular thank you to Vicki Kane our pianist.  She plays 

regularly for classes throughout the year and works hardest of anyone on exam day, 

finding beautiful pieces of music for each exercise and some imaginative work for 

the younger candidates’ improvisation sections. 

 

July also brought the annual WABS show at The Layard Theatre at Canford School 

where we performed some of the dances from our own show in May.  It is a beautiful 

place, with the dancers able to relax and picnic in the grounds between shows. 

 

As a final treat of the year, Evie, Madison and Katie enjoyed the WABS Musical 

Theatre Workshop on Tuesday 26th July where Ben Mundy taught a routine from 

Thoroughly Modern Millie. 

 

I was also proud to be asked by Amy and Annabel to act as an assessor for their Duke 

of Edinburgh Bronze awards, with ballet as their physical and/or skills sections. 

 

September 2016  


